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Presidentôs Message 

November, the days are shorter the evenings cooler and AACEI Southern 
California Section has a full agenda as we move towards the holiday sea-
son. Like most of  you my day job takes up most of  my time, and with all 
the section events going on it's often hard to keep up with all the latest 
changes in the industry. Fortunately being active in AACEI has helped me 
to stay abreast of  the latest industry developments. 

I'm currently the Project Controls Manager of  the San Bernardino Asso-
ciated Governments (SANBAG) Freeway Construction Program. The 
program consists of  26 active projects across San Bernardino County in 
various phases of  design and construction and we are tasked with imple-
menting a full suite of  project controls tools. The past couple of  weeks, in 
addition to my regular duties of  managing the project controls depart-
ment, I have been evaluating various financial management software ap-
plications for our next phase of  the implementation. As part of  our plan-
ning effort, our team has been tasked with tracking the agencyõs actual 
revenue stream so that we can dynamically forecast and model various 
build out scenarios as part of  our ten year delivery plan.  AACEI's peer 
network and events like our spring symposium have been invaluable in 
helping me to identify and narrow the field to find the best in breed appli-
cations for our evaluation. Based on my experience you won't want to 
miss this year's Spring Symposium as we are planning another blockbuster 
event with fabulous presenters and an array of  software showcases. 

 

In preparing for our upcoming spring symposium, the Southern Califor-

nia Section Board held its second quarter board meeting in Palm Springs, 

at the Spa Casino Resort. The Spring Symposium will be held at the Spa 

Casino Resort March 12th through 14th and the board members wanted to 

check out the amenities and plan the event in detail. I can report that the 

hotel has been upgraded, the rooms spacious, and the amenities are first 

rate. Plan on spending a little extra time and take the waters or enjoy the  
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entire spa treatment as part of your symposium weekend. We will be updating the website regularly with additional 
symposium information so check back often. 

 

In other news the section will be hosting the fall certification exams Saturday November 7th. The proctors for this 
exam have been selected but we do need proctors for the upcoming exams in March and June. If  you need recerti-
fication credits this is a great opportunity to earn some (.1 credit per hour served maximum .7 credits per exam).  

 

This month's dinner meeting, November 18th at the Holiday Inn - La Mirada, features Julie Owen, former section 
president and current Region 6 Director. Julie's topic òWhatõs New in Rail Expansion for Los Angeles County?ó 
will be an update for what LAMTA is planning for the new Measure R Bond Funds. With jobs at a premium these 
days it will be worth your while to attend, as rail expansion in Los Angeles is the next big public works endeavor 
for the area, and Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa  wants to accelerate construction of  the proposed new 
systems. Plan on attending and get the latest scoop on the county's rail expansion program.  

 

Last month on, October 28th, the section held a joint dinner meeting with ASPE-LA, the meeting was well at-
tended and we look forward to again holding a joint meeting with ASPE-LA perhaps in December for a joint holi-
day party. Stay tuned as we will be updating the website with news on our annual December event in the coming 
weeks.  

 

Tom Ross, PSP, CCC, LEEDAP 

President 2009-10 
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Section Announcements - November Dinner Meeting 

November Dinner Meeting  
Wednesday, November 18, 2009  

 

Guest Speaker:  Julie Owen, PSP, CCC, Project Controls Supervisor at Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) will speak on  

óWhatôs New in Rail Expansion for Los Angeles County?ô 

Los Angeles is famous for traffic and long commutes but the citizens decided to do something about it at the ballot box.  
In November 2008, residents of LA County voted to approve Measure R which commits a projected $40 billion into 

traffic relief and transportation upgrades over the next thirty years.  The program will fund critical rail system expansion,  
highway projects, traffic reduction and local street improvements.   

 

The Measure R program is the largest investment in Los Angeles County transportation infrastructure since the late 
1980ôs and will provide up to 210,000 new construction jobs and boost the local economy.  Come learn about what rail 

expansion projects are planned in your area.  Don't miss it!  

 

Julie Owen PSP CCC , has over twenty years of experience in project management, project control, cost engineering, 
scheduling, contract administration and schedule delay claim analysis. She currently works as project controls supervisor 

for LA Metro managing the $40 billion dollar 30 year initiative to improve LA County transportation infrastructure. She 

worked her way up the management ladder holding positions such as assistant project manager, project engineer, 
construction manager, scheduler, cost engineer and intern engineer. Julie joined AACE International in 1994 and 

became certified in 2007.  

 

Julie currently instructs the PSP certification prep course on behalf of the AACE International certification board. Julie is 

past president of the Southern California section of AACE International and currently serves as Director of Region 6 
(Western US). She received her masters degree in business administration from University of Redlands and her 

bachelors degree in construction science from Texas A&M University. 

Please join us to learn more about ñRail Expansion projects coming your way in Los 

Angeles County ò.  
Location  
Holiday Inn (phone: 714 -739-8500) 
14299 Firestone Blvd. (on the north side of the I 5)  
in La Mirada, at the Valley View exit 

Schedule  

6:00 to 7:00 Registration and Networking  
7:00 to 7:30 Dinner  
7:30 to 8:30 Presentation / Program  

Cost (Reservations by 9/15/09,5:00 PM)  

$40 Members, $45 Non-members, $20 Students  
At the door: $45 for members, $50 non members, $20 Students  

Reservations  

Register Online at http://www.aace -scs.com/  

For more information, please contact: Erin Dunavant, AACE Vice 
President for the Southern California Section, at (562) 715-8177, or E-
Mail at erin.dunavant2@gmail.com. 

Website  - www.aace -scs.com   
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AACE Online Registrations and Payments  

 

AACEI Southern California is pleased to announce secure online registration and payment system for our 
events. You can now visit the calendar section on our website (www.aace-scs.com), view the program de-
tails, register and pay online. AACEI SoCal uses secure paypal payment system, which allows payments 
using your bank checking account, credit card, or paypal account. 

 

We will continue to receive the registrations by traditional RSVP system and payments by checks or cash 
for some time. However, as our members and users get familiar with the online system, the traditional 
system will be phased out. 

http://www.aace-scs.com/
http://www.aace-scs.com/
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The 2010 Spring Symposium  

ñA New Traditionò 

 Friday, March 12 th  through Sunday, March 14 th    

 

        Sponsored by:  
The Southern California and South Central Sections of AACE International will be holding the 2nd Annual Spring 
Symposium. The workshop will be held Friday through Sunday at the Palm Springs Spa and Casino in Palm Springs 
California. 

We are very proud to present Mark Grotefend, CCC AACE International President, as this yearõs keynote speaker.   Also 

speaking at the meeting will be Brian Criss, DRMcNatty & Associates; Ken Cressman, AACE International Vice 

President-TEC; Mick Hiller, Brinderson Engineers & Constructors, Kenji Hoshino, Validation Estimating LLC; 

Gary Humphreys,Humphreys & Associates, Inc.; Matthew Lankenau, URS Corporation; Don McNatty, 

DRMcNatty & Associates; Julie Owen, AACE International Director, Region 6; Javier Sloninsky, EcoSys; Russell 

Vakharia, LA County Sanitation Districts; Kurt Van Vleet, Westfield LLC and Stephen P. Warhoe, PE, CFCC 

AACE International Past President. 

We are also excited to include the following industry leaders to our newly added vendor program. Stop by and explore the 

newly added functionality to these best in class software applications.  

The weekend begins with a òFREEó Certification Review Seminar on Friday, April 12th 

             Please save the date as this year proves to continue the Southern California 
tradition highlighting the raw talent of experts in our industry.  

Visit http://aace -scs.com/ for more information 

  

http://www.aace-scs.com/

